es 90 species distributed in the Neotropics, except the high Andes and Chile. In general, the species are vines with long-petioled, cordate leaves and clusters of bilaterally symmetrical, yellow-petaled flowers borne in compound inflorescences. In most species the 10 stamens composing the androecium are heteromorphic, and the three styles bear apical appendages, the "folioles" for which the genus is named. The fruit is a schizocarp that splits into three samaras, each with an elongate dorsal wing.
One of the few species common in southern South America occurs along river banks of the Rio Paran~i, Rio Uruguay, the southern Rio Paragua, and their tributaries. This species, known as S. littorale Adr. Juss., differs most notably from others in its unusual samara. Instead of an elongate dorsal wing, the ovoid nut is encircled by a triangular to nearly square dorsal wing, 1.6-2.9 cm high measured from the base of nut and 1.7-2.7 cm wide. The laminas vary from triangular to cordate to broadly ovate to orbicular, but, as in many other species of Stigmaphyllon characterized by entire leaves, they are occasionally 2-3-lobed. Such variation is the basis for the synonym S. heterophyllum and Niedenzu's var. trilobum. A full description will be published in the forthcoming revision of Stigmaphyllon. The name Banisteria bonariensis was published on 1 August 1832, but the name Stigmaphyllon littorale only in 1833 (fide Steenis-Kruseman, 1972, and Stafleu & Cowan, 1983 
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